A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
waited upon the issue, prepared to take advantage of it which-
ever side it should turn. On the other hand, the national
feeling was strong, and all save a not very enthusiastic minority
were repugnant to any foreign domination, even though it
should act in favour of the still strong Catholic tradition of the
country. Philip was far from being only the champion of
Catholicism; he was also the champion of Spanish nationalism
and the aggrandizement of the Habsburg power. He would pro-
bably have attempted to put forward his daughter, the Infanta,
as a claimant to the throne of England. Many cases can be
quoted of men, especially landed men, who, though as openly
Catholic as they dared to be in such times, volunteered for
opposing the foreign fleet. A number of these conformed in
such a matter as they did in all others, from necessity; but the
genuine feeling against foreign interference was strong even
with them.
The command of the defending fleet was as a matter of
course given to Elizabeth's cousin, the intensely anti-Catholic
Lord Howard of EfEngham,1 for he was permanent Lord High
Admiral of England. The Spanish fleet set sail on May 20,1588,
from the mouth of the Tagus; it was badly treated by the weather
in the Bay of Biscay, and had to put back to refit.   The sailor
who should have commanded it, and who had tried hard to
dissuade Philip from the attempt, died; and the Duke of Medina
Sidonia (who was reluctant and protested that, being a landsman,
he had no competence) was put in his place.   The fleet set out
again on July 12, and entered the Channel between five and six
days later.  It was off the coast of Devon a week after sailing, on
July 19, and here the decisive mistake of the expedition was
made.   The English ships, not yet fully mobilized, were still
divided into two groups, half of them at Plymouth and the other
half up Channel near the Straits.   The Spanish sea-captains
advised attack on the half bottled up in Plymouth—an attack
which would presumably be successful, for the Spaniards were
in far greater force.   But Philip had given the strictest orders
1 The old myth that Howard of Effingham was Catholic in sentiment has
a rather laughable origin. It is barely a hundred years old, and was started
by Daniel O'Connell. That great Irish patriot was no historian; seeing
tbe name Howard, he imagined that it necessarily connoted Catholicism, and
brought it into a passionate speech for Catholic Emancipation, quoting
Howard of EflBngham as an example of his thesis that Catholics might always
be trusted to be loyal to an anti-Catholic Government,
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